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The Cello Concerto seems to continue the line of Shostakovich's recently 
written Violin Concerto. They have much in common: originality of form 
(particularly as regards the position and function of the cadenza, which 
develops and continues the idea of the preceding movements of the concerto); 
the colourful music of the finales which seem to picture the passionate gaiety 
of folk festivals, and the concentrated lyricism of the slow movements. In the 
instrumentation of both concertos the original use of the celesta is extremely 
interesting. 

But while the Violin Concerto gives the impression of being a personal 
reflection of the artist himself, the concerto for cello appears to me to be an 
active struggle for the ultimate triumph of his idea. This is confirmed by the 
very energetic and dynamic main theme which recurs throughout the entire 
first movement like flashes of fire and returns in the finale in the triumph of 
victory. It should be mentioned that the colourful and striking quality of the 
theme is such that its appearance, even amidst the most complex pattern of 
polyphony, is like a sunbeam penetrating through the tissue of sounds. 

Sometimes the principles of socialist realism are interpreted in a primitive 
manner, as though the work must be understandable at all costs, even if the 
price is triviality. This distorted interpretation can best of all be refuted by 
the music of Shostakovich in general and the concerto in question in partic- 
ular. Despite the complex structure of the music, which results from the idea 
underlying the work, any listener who has the slightest understanding of 
music will be able to follow the melodic pattern and will listen to the concerto 
with increasingly close attention. It is possible that he will be able to appre- 
ciate all the details only after hearing the work repeatedly, but even at a first 
hearing he will clearly understand the composer's idea and the music will give 
him aesthetic delight. It seems to me that this is real understandability in art. 
Such music is immediately understood, the listener wants to hear it again and 
again, and each hearing gives him a realization of fresh beauty. 

The lyrical second movement is fascinating, and it is particularly pleasant 
to note that the elements of Russian folk songs and melodies reappear more 
and more often in Shostakovich's music. The cadenza which forms the next 
movement is full of feeling and its importance is by no means limited to the 
traditional demonstration of the soloist's virtuosity, though its interpretation 
requires high mastery. The turbulent finale, in which the listener seems to 
hear the echo of accordions and the gay sounds of a folk festival, is far from 
constituting a mere formal rounding off of the cycle. Here, too, we feel the 
presence of antagonistic forces, so that the main theme of the first movement 
which reappears in the coda seems to be borne out of a struggle for its own 
existence. In my opinion this is real symphony music, dialectically affirming 
victory through struggle. 


KIRIL KONDRASHIN 


Note: The above comments by the Soviet conductor, Kiril Kondrashin, appeared in Moscow 
News, October 24, 1959 soon after the world premiere of the Cello Concerto in Moscow. 
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2 Flutes (Flute H — Piccolo) Violins I 
2 Oboes Violins II 
2 Clarinets in B flat and A Violas 

2 Bassoons (Bassoon H — Contrabassoon) Cellos 

1 Horn in F Basses 
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